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Mock Crash Serves to Warn Young Drivers

by Katelyn Kelleher

Students at Bacon Academy dressed up in
their finest attire before scheol Thursday, May
24 — then they doused themselves in blood,

In a mock car crash, the bloodied and bat-
tered teenagers laid draped across or slumped
in two “collided™ cars in the Bacon Academy

king lot.
_ Swdents in Colchester’s Youth Advisory
Council (YAC) enacted the mock crash for their
clagsmates to actually sce the consequences of
distracted driving, in an effort they called “One
Text o Call Could Wreck it AlL™

Five YAC students, Kay McComiskey, Jor-
dan Spalla, Courtney Wilson, Dan Brainard and
Man Caples, portrayed a group of teens on their
‘way to the prom and another teen who hid just
received his learner’s peemit.

Spalla, & sophomore, explained the story
behind the crash was a passenger in one of the
vehicles went 1o take a photo of the driver. The
driver, not paying attention, crashed into the
other vehicle.

“We weren't wearing our seatbelts and we
were not safe and we swerved the steering
wheel and went into the other lane," she said.

McComiskey, also a sophomore, portrayed
the unfortunate passenger in that vehicle. In a
gown and covered in bloed, she laid face down
on the hood of the car, her character having been
thrown through the windshield.

State troopers, Colchester Police and the
Colchester-Hayward Fire Department arrived
on the scene and went to work “rescuing” the
actors while the entire Bacon Academy student
body watched,

The crews set 1o work stabilizing each of the
victims before loading them into ambul

One of the teens was placed on the pave-
ment and covered with a white blanket. A
“grieving father mourned over the bady be-
fore it was loaded into a hearse and taken away.

Finally, the distracted driver was arrested by
police and the students at Bacon were ushered
inside,

Although crews responded to the mock ac-
cident as if it were real, Resident Trooper Su-
pervisor Marc Petruzzi speculated that a real
accident just can't be duplicated. *'Can you re-
ally re-create the chaos of a fatal accident in-
volving high schoolers? No you can’t.”

To further the impact on their peers, the YAC
students chose to wear the blood all day.

The group started planning the mock acci-
deat, which is put on every four years so cach
class gets to see it once, in September,
McComiskey said. "It takes a fot of planning
to get the fire department and Lifestar here,”
she said. “But when we got here this moming
itdidn’t really take that long to get all the blood
and everything.”

Although the group had hopcd a Lifestar
helicopter would make an appearance at the
scene, overcast skies prevented it from flying

. that day.

Jenmfer Sloat from Colchester Youth and
Social Services worked with the students orga-
nizing the event, who range from freshmen to
seniors, @nd attested for all their hard work.

“They meet once a week and it's all volun-
teering working on this scenario,” she said.

“They made the scripts, came up with the cos-

tume and the ides 1o have the prom party and
the permit driver.
"lt was all very frustrating for them because

The top of one of the vehicles was removed to
extricate one of the teens, simulating the Jaws
of Life.
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y everyone at one point has texced
[while dnving] she said.

Sloat said typically the same group of re-
sponders volunteers foc the mock accident. “We

; Youth Acuon Council me

through a windshield in a mock car accident at Bacon Academy May 24.

get alot of help from the fire department,” she
said.

Youth and Social Services Director Valerie
Geato said School Resource Officer Tim
Edwards was also instrumental in putting to-
gether the meck accident, which she believed
students have been organizing since 1993,

After the crash, students attended an assem-
bly program by !MPACT (Mouming Parents
Act), led by Sherry Chapman. Chapman told
the students if the program became 00 diffi-
cult for them they could leave. Many students
did just that, leaving the gymnasiun in 1ars to
meet with school staff for guidance.

Located at: 175 Lebanon Ave, Colchester, CT
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Among Lhe speakers inciuded David Graham

of East Windsor, who was invelved in a 2005

wreck that Killed his gidfriend’s brother, and
badly injured his brother and the 60-year-cld
driver of the car he hit. Graham, 22 at the time
of the accident, explained he was showing off
his new car, traveling more than 100 miles per
hour when he crossed the line and hit the othér
driver, The next thing he remembered was wak-
ing up with a tree on his leg, his girlfricnd’s
18-year-old brother crushed by the tree and his
own brother also pinned.

Graham told the students he was not a risk-
taker ant could not believe he was driving that
fast. “Tt just takes one mistake,” he told the stu-
dents,

Becauee of his “one mistake” Graham was

th manslaughser and assgult. He told
the sxudcm.e in gruesone detail, about the time
he spent in jail and wamed them to do uny—
thing they could Lo “never end up there.”

Sophumoree Casey Tsamis and R‘ncann
Vtmn.u said the mock accident was oyes open-
ing but the 'MPACT speakers cven more $0.

“It tervified me. It was like 2 smack in the
face, peetty much.” \'cmncumd. “I'saw people
running out of there

Tsamis said she and her classmates got a fol
out of the 2ccident and assembly.

*It brings it to the mnhly of it because we're

never really in that snuauon cspeually at our
b we're $0 we're not
really it that driving nge yer,” she said.
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